
Year 6 

learning 

guide 



Maths 

What will be covered in year 6 



By the end of Year 6, children are expected to 

have been taught... 













Literacy—writing 

By the end of each term, children are expected to... 

Autumn Term 

Begin to use a wide range of clause structures, varying 
their position in sentences 

Link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of co-
hesive devices 

Begin to use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the 
boundary between independent clauses 

Begin to use a colon to introduce a list and use of semi-
colons within lists 

Begin to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

Begin to use ellipsis effectively 

Spring Term 

Use a wide range of clause structures, varying their posi-
tion in sentences 

Begin to write formal and informal sentences 
Link ideas across paragraphs more accurately 

Begin to use active and passive voice 
Use comma for all its purposes e.g. direct speech, list, pa-

renthesis, separating clauses and avoiding ambiguity 
Use a semi-colon, colon and dashes more accurately 

Indicate degrees of possibilities using modal verbs and 
adverbs 

Summer Term 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 
selecting language that shows good awareness of the 

reader 
Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and 
advance the action 

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect 
what the writing requires using contracted forms in dia-

logues, passive verbs to affect how information is pre-

sented and modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibil-

ity 
Use simple devices to structure non-fiction writing 

Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunc-
tions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, syno-
nyms) within and across paragraphs 

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly 



Literacy— Greater depth writing 

 

 write effectively for a range of purposes and audi-

ences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 

independently on what they have read as models for 

their own writing (e.g. literary language, characteri-

sation, structure) 

 

 distinguish between the language of speech and 

writing3 and choose the appropriate register  

 

 exercise an assured and conscious control over lev-

els of formality, particularly through manipulating 

grammar and vocabulary to achieve this  

 

 use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 

correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hy-

phens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation 

precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.  



Literacy—reading 

By the end of the year children should... 

Y6 

  

Fluency 

read age-appropriate texts fluently and with confidence 
learn and recite a wider range of poetry, sometimes by heart 
read aloud and perform poems and plays, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume 
notice/respond to punctuation/phrasing when reading aloud 
gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener 
read 150-200+ wpm 
demonstrate a positive attitude to reading by reading a wide range of high-quality challenging texts 

Vocabulary 

evaluate how the authors’ use of language impacts upon the reader 
find examples of figurative language and how this impacts the reader and contributes to meaning or mood 
discuss how presentation and structure contribute to meaning 
explore the meaning of words in context by ‘reading around the word’ and independently explore its 

meaning in the broader context of a section or paragraph 
use contextual evidence to further explore the text, identify finer detail of words and explore understand-

ing of challenging vocabulary 

Inference 

draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justi-
fying inferences with evidence 

discuss how characters change and develop through texts by drawing inferences based on indirect clues 
make inferences about events, feelings, states backing these up with evidence. 
infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, giving more than one piece of evidence to support each 

point made. 
draw evidence from different places across the text 
draw inferences including hidden meanings, explain and justify with evidence 

Prediction 

predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
support predictions by using relevant evidence from the text 
confirm and modify predictions in light of new information 

Explain 

provide increasingly reasoned justification for views 
recommend books for peers in detail 
give reasons for authorial choices 
begin to challenge points of view 
begin to distinguish between fact and opinion 
identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on the reader 
explain and discuss understanding of what has been read, including through formal presentations and 

debates 
distinguish between fact, opinion and bias explaining how you know 
accurately and independently comment on the features, themes and conventions across and a range of 

writing including more obscure themes 

Retrieval 

confidently skim and scan, and also use the skill of reading before and after to retrieve information 
use evidence from across whole chapters or texts 
read a broader range of texts including myths, legends, stories from other cultures, modern fiction, plays, 

poetry and archaic texts 
retrieve, record and present information from a wide variety of non-fiction texts 
ask own questions and follow a line of enquiry 
identify language, structural and presentational features in texts explaining how they contribute to mean-

ing 
distinguish between fact and opinion commenting on ambiguity between the two 

Summarise 

summarise information from across a text and link information by analysing and evaluating ideas between 
sections of the text 

summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the 
main ideas 

make comparisons across different texts and genres 
summarise entire texts, in addition to chapters or paragraphs, using a limited number of words or para-

graphs 
make accurate and insightful comparison within and across different texts 
confidently summarise referring to quotations which illustrate viewpoint 



Children should be able to read 

and write these….. 



Children should be able to read 

and write these….. 



Children should be able to read 

and write these….. 








