
Year 4 

learning 

guide 



Maths 

What will be covered in  year 4 



By the end of Year 4, children are expected to 

have been taught... 











Literacy—writing 

By the end of each term, children are expected to... 

Autumn Term 

Use the determiner a/an appropriately 
CL for more obscure contexts – shops, hotels, companies, land-

marks, etc. 
Use expanded noun phrases 

Sometimes swap the position of main and subordinate clauses 

Sometimes use a comma to separate main clause from subordi-
nate clause 

Begin to use a comma after fronted adverbials 

Use a range of conjunctions 
Often use commas in a list 

Use apostrophe for omission and possession (singular and regu-
lar plural) 

Maintain consistency in tense 

Begin to use standard English forms for verb inflections (or ex-
ample, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done) 

singular possession 

Spring Term 

Use determiners that are quantifiers e.g. some, every, these, 
those 

Begin to vary position of adverbial in a sentence using a comma 
correctly 

Often use paragraphs 

Often use pronouns/nouns within and across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid repetition 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech 
Attempt to use 1st and 3rd person 

Use a range of conjunctions 
Maintain consistency in tense 

Use commas in a list 

Use commas to separate main clause from subordinate clause 
Use apostrophe for omission and possession (singular/plural 

possession) 
Use standard English forms for verb inflections 

Summer Term 

Use determiners appropriately a/an, these/those, my/your, etc 
Write sentences with increasing grammatical control in dia-

logue, narrative and non-fiction 
Choose effective conjunctions 

Demarcate sentences with increasing security 

using a comma correctly to separate clauses 
Use 1st and 3rd person more accurately 

Often use the apostrophe for omission and possession correctly 

Use a comma after fronted adverbials 
Use paragraphs more accurately 

Maintain consistency in tense 
Maintain form 

Use standard English forms for verb inflections 



Literacy— Greater d epth writing 

 

 write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and 

grammar of their writing  

 

 develop character through description, actions and     

dialogue 

  

 make choices about using sentences of different 

lengths and types  

  

 improve the effect of their writing by making changes 

when editing (e.g. re-ordering sentences and adapting 

vocabulary)  



Literacy—reading 

By the end of the year children should... 

Y4 

  

Fluency 

read words speedily by working out the pronunciation of unfamiliar words 
with support, notice where commas create phrasing within sentences 
read with expression, using the punctuation to support meaning, including multi-clause sen-

tences 
recite whole poems with awareness of the listener 
read 140 wpm 

Vocabulary 

use dictionaries to check the meaning of words 
use a thesaurus to find synonyms 
discuss why words have been chosen and the effect these have on the reader 
explain how words can capture the interest of the reader 
discuss new and unusual vocabulary and clarify their meaning 
find meaning of new words using context of the sentence 
discuss and precisely explain vocabulary that captures the reader’s imagination 
explain precise meaning of new words in context 

Inference 

ask and answer questions appropriately, including some simple inference 
infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their stated actions. 
consolidate the skill of justifying using specific reference points in the text 
use more than one piece of evidence to justify my answer 
without prompting, draw inferences and justify with evidence 

Prediction 

justify predictions using evidence from the text. 
use relevant prior knowledge as well as details from the text to inform prediction and justify 
compare predictions with the text 
provide credible and insightful predictions about what might happen 

Explain 

discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
recognise authorial choices and the purpose of these 
provide explanations which shows a high level of understanding of the text 

Retrieval 

confidently skim and scan texts to record details 
use relevant quotes to support answers to questions 
retrieve and record information from a fiction or non-fiction text as well as poetry 
confidently find the cue in the question to support skimming 
retrieve and record information competently from non-fiction texts 

Summarise 

use skills developed in y3 in order to write a brief summary of main points, identifying and us-
ing important information 

identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
identify themes from a wide range of books 
summarise whole paragraphs, chapters, or texts 
highlight key information and record in bullet points, diagrams, maps 
confidently identify and summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 



Children  should be able to read 

and write these….. 



Children  should be able to read 

and write these….. 








