
     The Craylands School S.T.A.R. KS1 Long term subject: Geography 

Aims 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and 

human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they 

bring about spatial variation and change over time 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of 

geographical processes 

o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) 

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at 

length 

Greater Depth standard 

 To communicate a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.  

 Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantative skills and writing at length. 

 Use fieldwork to record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies.  

Skills  

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and 

locational and directional language [for example, near and far, 

Knowledge 

Locational knowledge 

 name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 



left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on 

a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 

simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 

geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 

and physical features of its surrounding environment 

 

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying 

the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 

and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

Equator and the North and South Poles 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 

weather 

o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, 

farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 Term 1 

Early Years Work will be planned around the following 7 areas of learning: Personal Social and Emotional Development, Physical 
Development, Communication and Language, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of the World and Expressive Arts and 

Design. 

Year 1 Terms 2, 3 & 4 What is it like where we live? Has where we live always been like this? 

Link to prior learning EYFS term 6 

Vocab house           residential                 park               town             city                 church                sculptures           leisure centre 
meadow           library 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 



To describe where 
they live 

 

What do we live in? What is it like 
where we live? 

 To describe features of where 
they live e.g. shop, road, house  

 To think of questions to ask 
someone else about where 
they live.  

 

 Can they describe features of where 
they live? 
 

To describe 
human/physical 

features  

What can we see in these images? 
Can we label the features? 

 To describe features of where 
people live e.g. hill, forest, 
river, lake, farm 

 Can they use correct geographical 
language? 

To know where we 
live 

 

Where do we live?  To name the country we live 
in.  

 To find our country on a map.   

 To give their address 

 Can they name the country we live 
in? 

 Can they name the town they live 
in?  

 Can they recall their address? 

To name the countries 
and capitals of the UK 

What other countries make up the 
UK? What are the most important 

cities? 

  Can they name the 4 countries of 
the UK  

 Can they name the capital cities of 
the countries of the UK 

To use fieldwork skills What can we see if we take a walk in 
our local area? 

 To use fieldwork skills 

 To carry out observations 

 To devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic 
symbols in a key.  
 

 Can they give the names of local 
human features e.g. houses, leisure 
centre, park, shops etc 

To use directional 
language 

What is near to the school? What is 
far from the school? What is near your 

house? 

 To use directional language 
such as near, far, left, right.  

 
 

 



To use map skills 
 

What can you see in the picture/map? 
 

 To use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human 
and physical features 

 

 Can they use aerial photographs of 
the local area and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks (sculpture in 
heritage park) and basic human and 
physical features; 

To make a map 
 

 Can we draw a map of the school?  To devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic 
symbols in a key? 

 Can they recognise how symbols 
can represent human features. 

Year 1 Terms 5 & 6 Where do people go on holiday abroad and the UK? What were holidays like in the past? 

Links to prior learning Year 1 term 2 

Vocab map                    climate          temperature          continent                 weather         seasons 
beach        cliff               cave                 pier               tourism             coast                ocean 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To know that people 
go on holiday to 

different parts of the 
world 

Where do people go on holiday? 
Which countries/continents? 

 To name countries that we go 
to on holiday. 

 Can they name different countries 
that we go to on holiday? 

Greater depth activity 
Name food that we get from different 

countries. Then order it, in order of 
most eaten food in the UK to the 

least. Explain why you put the food in 
that order.  

To use an atlas to 
label a map 

What are the names of the different 
continents? 

 To name an locate the 
continents that countries 
belong to.  

 To use maps, atlases and 
globes confidently to identify 
studied regions. 

 Can pupils name and locate some of 
the continents of the world?  

Greater depth activity 
Using the food images from the last 
lesson and an atlas, can you find on 

the map the country they come from? 
Can you say why you think they come 

from that country?  



To label a map Where are the hot and cold parts of 
the world? 

 To recognise where the 
equator is on a map. 

 To recognise where the poles 
are on a map 

 To use directional language 
e.g. north, south 

 Can they name some hot and cold 
countries? 

  Greater depth activity 
Name one hot and one cold country, 
which are north of us. Name one hot 

and one cold country, which are south 
of us.  

 

To use images to 
describe different 
parts of the world 

Are all countries the same? What is 
the weather like in different 

countries? 

 To recognise that some 
countries are hot and some 
are cold.  

 To describe images of another 
part of the world.  

 To understand that we have 
seasons as different times of 
the year 

 

 Can they name some hot and cold 
countries? 

 Can they describe what it may be 
like in a hot country? Name one hot and one cold country, 

which are east of us.  
Name two countries, which are west 

of us.  

To consider what it is 
like in other countries 

What can we see in other countries?  
Are they all the same? 

 To recognise that countries 
have different features 

 To describe features of where 
people live e.g. forest, 
mountain, sea, harbour, valley 

 Can they consider that different 
places in the world look different 
and have different features? 

To describe a location Who has been to the seaside? What 
have you seen there? 

 To describe features of a 
seaside using accurate 
language.  

 To describe what they can see 
in a seaside location looking at 
aerial photographs   

 Can pupils identify key physical 
features, including: beach, cliff 
coast, sea, ocean? 



 Greater depth activity 
Describe a picture of the seaside using 

physical geography vocabulary. 

  

To label a map Where are seasides? Where on a map 
would they be in the UK? What are 

the seas around the UK called? 
 

 To name the countries of the 
UK  

 To name the seas around the 
UK 

 

 Can they name and locate the 
surrounding seas of the United 
Kingdom? 

Greater depth activity 
Name the seas around the UK. Explain 

why we are an island.  
 

To compare locations What do people do at the seaside? 
Where would you rather live and 

why? 

 To compare their own locality 
with that of the seaside and 
give preferences. 

 Can they explain why people go to 
the seaside and what they may do 
there? 

 Can they recognise which season 
people most likely visit the seaside 
in? 

 

Greater depth activity 
What is the same and what is 

different about where you live and 
the seaside?  

Year 2 Term 3 Are all parts of the world we live on the same? 
 

Links to prior learning Year 1 term 2 

Vocab continent          seasons           climate          river          loch               forest        ocean          habitat           tropical 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To recognise 
geographical 

similarities and 
differences 

Which of these images are of the UK 
and which are from a different part of 

the world? 

 To describe a part of the world 
by looking at images of it.  

 To recognise the difference 
and similarities between 
places including weather.  

 

 Can they describe a place outside of 
Europe using geographical 
language? 

Greater depth activity 
Using geographical language, can you 
describe a place outside the UK? You 



can use the pictures you have been 
given.  

What are the similarities? 
What are the differences?  

What is the weather like in these two 
countries?  

To use an atlas 
 

To use compass points 

What countries can you name? What 
continent do they belong to? 

 
Can you use the compass points to 

describe where they are? 
 

 To use an atlas to label a map 
of the continents.  

 Can they name the 7 continents of 
the world and label them on a map? 
 

Greater depth activity 
Construct a map of the world, with 

the 7 continents names, using an atlas 
to help you. 

To label a map 
 

To use compass points 

What surrounds the countries of the 
world? What are the oceans called? 

 
Can you use the compass points to 

describe where they are? 

 To use an atlas to label a map 
of the oceans of the world.  

 To use the compass points to 
describe position 

 

 Can they name the 5 oceans of the 
world? 

 Can they use North, East, South, 
West to describe location? 

Greater depth activity 
Add the 5 oceans onto the map from 

the previous week. Choose two of 
these oceans. What are their 
similarities? What are their 

differences?  

To understand how 
human activity 

What do we use the oceans for?  To investigate the different 
uses of the oceans. 

 Can they name the different ways 
humans use the oceans? 



impacts on our 
oceans.  

Greater depth activity 
Design a poster for a busy tourist 
beach encouraging people not to 

cause sea pollution  
through leaving their rubbish on the 

beach or throwing it in the sea. 
(Other possibilities – plastic pollution, 

sustainable fishing) 

 To investigate how human 
activity can pollute the oceans. 

 How are the oceans being polluted 
and what can be done to reduce 
pollution? 

To recognise features 
of locations around 

the world 

Look at these animals…where do they 
live? Is it hot or cold in that country? 

 

 To recognise the difference 
and similarities between 
places including weather.  

 

 Can they identify countries that 
animals live in and explain why they 
may live there? 

 Can they identify the equator and 
the poles and relate weather to 
these?  

 Can they describe a place outside of 
Europe using geographical 
language? 

Greater depth activity 
Why would a camel find it hard to live 
in the North Pole? Why would a polar 

bear find it hard to live in a desert? 
Use geographical language in your 

answer.   

To collect data What is the weather like across the 
UK? 

What is the weather like in other 
countries? 

 To name the four countries of 
the UK and their capital cities. 

 To collect data on weather 

 To describe any patterns seen 

 Can they name the countries of the 
UK and their capital cities? 

Greater depth activity 
Analyse a graph on the weather 
patterns seen in the UK over the 

course of a year. What patterns can 
you see? Is the weather different in 

the four different countries of the UK?  

To research an area of 
the UK 

What is it like in an area of the UK e.g. 
part of Scotland? 

 To study an area of the UK 
including weather patterns 

 Can they name the countries of the 
UK? 



Greater depth activity 
Research an area of the UK, which is 

not England. Describe the human and 
physical features of this place.  

 Can they describe physical and 
human features of an area of the 
UK? 

To compare countries Is (non-European country) the same of 
the area of UK studied? 

 To study and area of a non-
European country.  

 To make comparisons. 

 Can they describe similarities and 
differences between physical and 
human features of an area of the UK 
to an area of a non-European 
country? 

Greater depth activity 
Research a non-European country. 
Compare it to the UK. What are the 

similarities? What are the differences?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    The Craylands School S.T.A.R. KS2 Long term subject: Geography 

Aims 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and 

human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they 

bring about spatial variation and change over time 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of 

geographical processes 

o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) 

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at 

length 

Skills 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 

to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human 

and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies 

  

Knowledge 
Locational knowledge 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 



Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 
 understad geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a region in North or South America 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of:  
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

 
 

Year 3 Term 1 What happens from the start to the end of a river? 

Link to prior learning Year 1 term 2 
Year 2 term 3 

Vocab erosion        estuary            mouth            source             tributary            delta        

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To know where rivers 
are in the UK 

Are there any rivers near us? Where 
else are there rivers in the UK? 
Can we describe where they are using 
compass points? 

 To use a map of the UK 

 To label a map 

 To name and locate physical 
features  within the UK e.g. 
mountains, rivers, cities  

 To use directional language to 
describe the location of rivers 
in the UK (N, E, S, W) 

 

 Can they name and locate rivers in 
the UK? 

 Can they name cities/counties that 
the rivers run through? 

Greater depth activity 
Name some of the major cities and 

counties that rivers run through. What 
would you say is the importance of 

having a river in a city? 

To understand the 
features of a river 

Where does a river start and end? Is it 
the same all the way along? 

Can they identify and label key 
topographical features of rivers? 



Greater depth activity 
Research and identify the 

topographical features of a river using 
your own research. Explain each term.  
What is the difference between a lake 

and river? 

 To recognise what happens in 
each course of a river 

To understand the 
water cycle 

Why doesn’t the river ever run out of 
water? 

 To understand the different 
parts of the water cycle. 

 To name and locate mountain 
ranges around the world. 

 To identify and label key 
topographical features of 
rivers. 

 To locate and label key 
mountains in the world using 
maps. 

 

 Can they identify and explain the 
different parts of the water cycle? 

Greater depth activity 
Explain the water cycle in your own 

words. What would you is the 
importance of this to rivers?  

To understand the 
importance of rivers 

Why do people settle near rivers? 
How have places changed by rivers 

over time? 

 To describe and understand 
key aspects of settlement, land 
use and distribution of natural 
resources in areas with rivers 
and mountains 

 Can they identify the land-use 
patterns of areas with major rivers 
and mountains? 

 Can they understand how some 
aspects have changed over time? 

Greater depth activity 
Research and explain how rivers were 

used 200 years ago.  
Research and explain how rivers are 

used today.  
What are the similarities and 

differences between these two 
periods? 

Year 3 Term 2 What is a mountain and where in the world are they? 



Link to prior learning Year 1 term 2 
Year 2 term 3 

Vocab ascent       mount peak         summit                 tectonic plates                  valley               mountain range 

Learning objectives Context  Learning objectives Context 

To identify mountain 
ranges in the UK 

Are there any mountains near the 
rivers in the UK? 

 

 To use a map of the UK 

 To label a map of the UK 

 

Greater depth activity 
Select a mountain in England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales and then compare 

these.  

To understand how 
mountains are formed 

How did we get mountains?  To identify the features of a 
specific mountain. 

 To explain how different 
mountains are formed. 

 Can they explain how mountains are 
formed? Greater depth activity 

Using the information you have been 
given, explain how mountains are 

formed. Try to use as much technical 
vocabulary as you can.  

To identify mountain 
ranges across the 

world 

Are there mountains in any other 
country? Where? 

 

 To use a world map 

 To label a world map 

 Can they give the names of 
mountain ranges in the world and 
which country they are in? 

Greater depth activity 
Compare mount Snowdon in the UK 

to a mountain range in another 
country. What are the land-use 

patterns of those areas? Do they have 
major rivers there also? How are they 

similar? How are they different? 

Are all mountains in the world the 
same? 

 To describe and understand 
key aspects of settlement, land 

 Can they identify the land-use 
patterns of areas with major rivers 



To compare 
mountains in the 

world 

Do people live on mountains? 
 

use and distribution of natural 
resources in areas with rivers 
and mountains 

and mountains? Can they identify 
the features of a mountain in the 
UK (Snowdon)? Greater depth activity 

Compare mount Snowdon in the UK 
to a mountain range in another 
country. What are the land-use 

patterns of those areas? Do they have 
major rivers there also? How are they 

similar? How are they different? 

Year 4 Term 1 What would you see on a trip across North America?  

Link to prior learning Year 1 term 2 
Year 2 term 3 
Year 3 term 1 

Vocab Latitude, longitude, equator, hemisphere, tropics, meridian, region country, territory, states, trade links, natural resources, 
economic activity, border, climate – humid, arid, alpine, tropical, Mediterranean, oceanic, sub-arctic, polar, national parks, 

national forests, national landmarks, wildlife, conservation, megadiverse, tornado alley, tornado, hurricane, flooding, Ring of 
Fire,  

Learning objectives Context Learning objectives Context 

To use maps  Where is North America? 
 

Can children label and identify the 
regions, countries, territories and 
dependencies of North America? 

 To locate and label countries 
using a map. 

 To understand terms related 
to maps/globes. 

 

 Can children use world maps, 
atlases and globes to locate the 
continent of North America?   

 Can children explain how the first 
human populations reached it?  

 Can they identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 



Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones  

 Can children label and identify seas 
and oceans that border it?  

Why do most North Americans speak 
European languages and the culture reflect 
western traditions?  

To use maps  
 

To understand 
longitude and latitude 

What are the 50 states and major 
cities of the USA?  

 
Can you use longitude and latitude to 

identify where they are? 

 To locate and label countries 
using a map. 

 To understand terms related 
to maps/globes. 

 

 Can children describe the political 
union of different U.S territories?  

 Can children use an atlas to label 
the 50 states of the US?  

 Can children name any of the other 
major unincorporated territories?  

 

To use maps  
 

To understand key 
aspects of human 

geography  

Which US States does Route 66 pass 
through?  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 Can children explain what Route 66 
is? Where does it start/terminate?  

 Can children name the 8 states it 
runs through? 

Can children research key information 
about these states – population, state 
flags/seal, demographics, economic 
activity, culture – museums, movies, sports, 
music etc?  

To understand key 
aspects of physical 

geography  

What are the physical geographic 
features of the U.S?  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 Can children give the land area of 
the US and its comparison with 
countries such as China, Russia and 
Canada?  



 Can children identify the 8 
physiographic divisions of the U.S? 

 
Can children identify, label and describe 
the geographic features of   

 The coastal plains 

 Appalachian Mountains 

 New England 

 The Five Great Lakes 

 The Great Plains 

 The Rocky Mountains 

 The Great Basin 

 Sierra Nevada/Cascade Mountain 
range 

 Yosemite 

 Active Volcanos at Alaska, Hawaii 
and the Yellowstone supervolcano 

 

 Greater depth activity 
Compare life in a North American (e.g. 

Florida) to your life, focusing on the 
impact natural disasters play . Decide 
which way of life you would prefer. 

Fully explain and justify in your 
answer. 

  

To understand key 
aspects of physical 

geography 

What different national parks, natural 
landmarks and forests are found in 
the U.S? 
 

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 Can children explain what 
‘megadiverse’ means? 



How does the U.S approach wildlife 
and conservation?  

 Can children explore the features of 
a national park – eg, Yosemite or 
Yellowstone?  

 Children could explore wildlife and 
conservation measures – eg, 
endemic species, environmental 
issues such as oil, nuclear energy, 
deforestation, air/water pollution 

Can children explain the roles of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

Wilderness Act or Endangered Species Act?  

To understand key 
aspects of physical 

geography 

What different types of climates are 
found in the U.S? Why?  

use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 
studied 

 

 Can children use a key to identify 
different climate types in the US – 
eg the Koppen classification  

 
Can children describe the following climate 
ranges –  

 Humid continental - north 

 Humid subtropical - south 

 Semi-arid – Great Plains 

 Arid – Great Basin 

 Alpine – western mountains 

 Mediterranean – coastal California 

 Oceanic – coastal Oregon and 
Washington 

 Subarctic - Alaska 

 Polar - Alaska 
Tropical – Florida, Hawaii, Caribbean 



To understand key 
aspects of physical 

geography 

What natural disasters happen in the 
U.S and why?  

 

 To describe the key aspects of 
volcanoes, hurricanes and 
earthquakes. 

 To understand how natural 
disasters have an impact on 
both the physical and human 
geography of an area (type of 
settlement and land use) and 
how the area can change over 
time? 

 
 

 

 Can children describe and 
understand the impact of natural 
disasters on different regions in 
North America – 
tornados/hurricanes, flooding and 
Earthquakes linked to the Ring of 
Fire?  

 Can children link States bordering 
the Gulf of Mexico to hurricanes? 

Can children identify Tornado Alley areas in 
the Midwest and South? 

Year 4 Term 2 What happened in Pompeii in 79 AD? 

Link to prior learning Year 1 term 2 
Year 2 term 3 
Year 3 term 1 

Vocab Crust      tectonic plates       Mantle       Magma       Tremor     lava        eruption       dormant       Equator 

Learning objectives Context Learning objectives Context 

To use maps Where is Mount Vesuvius in the 
world? 

Where are the other volcanoes? 
Are they near the equator and/or the 

tropics? 

 To locate and label countries 
using a map. 

 To understand terms related 
to maps/globes. 
  

 Can they locate the equator, the 
tropic of Cancer and the tropic of 
Capricorn? 

 Can they use maps to locate and 
label countries that are impacted by 
natural disasters? Greater depth activity 

Label volcanoes around the ring of 
fire.  

Give arguments for and against living 
in ‘the ring of fire’ 



To understand how 
volcanoes and 
earthquake are 
caused 

How are natural disasters caused?  To describe the key aspects of 
volcanoes and earthquakes. 

 Can they identify and explain the 
key aspects of volcanoes, hurricanes 
and earthquakes and how they are 
formed e.g. volcanoes 

Greater depth activity 
Explain the importance of the tectonic 

plates. Make reference to how 
volcanoes and earthquakes are 

caused.   

Year 5 Term 1 & 2 Where can you visit in Europe? Is Europe the same as the UK? 

Link to prior learning Year 2 term 3 
Year 3 term 1 
Year 4 term 1 

Vocab landmarks             grid references              tourism              Greenwich meantime           currency          Europe 
English Channel      Capital            land use         population        

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To identify countries 
in Europe 

Which continent are these countries 
part of? 

 

To use a map of Europe 
To label a map of Europe 
 

  

Can they name European countries? 
Can they label on a map European 
countries? 

 Greater depth activity 
Once you have completed your map, 

explain how the use of maps has 
changed over time.  

To collect information 
about landmarks in 
Europe and the UK 

What tourist attractions can I visit in 
Europe and the UK? 

 

 To collect information about a 
place and report back. 

 Can they name landmarks across 
Europe and give facts about them? 

Greater depth activity  



Evaluate the importance of attractions 
and landmarks to tourism?  

To calculate time 
differences 

If I visited the tourist attractions now, 
what time would it be there? 

 To use a time zone map to 
calculate time differences 

 

 Can they recognise that countries in 
Europe have different times to our 
own? Greater depth activity  

Explain the significance of the 
meridian timeline on time zones 

around the world.  

To use grid references 
on a map 

If I was in a town in Europe or the UK, 
how would I use a map to locate 

where places are? 

 To use grid references on a 
map 

 Can they use 4 figure grid 
references on a map? 

 Can they understand what symbols 
on a map mean? Greater depth activity 

Justify the importance of grid 
references on a map. 

To understand the 
impact of tourism on 

a city 

How does a popular landmark change 
a town/city?  

 To list changes in human 
features of a city/town due to 
tourism. 

 Can they explain the impact that 
tourism has on a town/city? 

Greater depth activity 
Create an argument for and against 
the new theme park being built in 
Swanscombe. Include how tourism 
will effect tourism our local area.  

To plan a trip to a 
European country 

What do I need to consider if I wanted 
to plan a trip to a European country? 

 To collect information related 
to tourism and report back 

 Can they identify how to get to 
Europe, how long it would take, 
how much it would cost, how they 
would get there? 

Greater depth activity 
Write persuasively to encourage 

someone to visit a particular 
European country. Include how they 
would get there, how long it would 

take, how much it cost and why they 
should visit.  



To understand trade 
with Europe 

What do we get from Europe? What 
do we trade with them? 

 
 

 To understand the importance 
of trade within countries and 
the UK 

 Can they explain what we trade 
with Europe? 

To research a 
European country 

What is it like to live in a European 
country? 

 To collect information about a 
place and report back. 

 Can they describe what it is like to 
live in a European country and 
compare to their own lives? Greater depth activity 

Compare life in Sweden to your life, 
specifically looking at education. 
Decide which way of life is most 

beneficial. Fully explain and justify in 
your answer. 

To compare life in the 
UK with Europe 

How does life in the UK compare with 
that in Europe? 

 To collect information about a 
place and report back. 

 To make comparisons between 
countries 

 Can they recall human geographical 
facts to compare life in the UK with 
life in another European country? Greater depth activity 

Compare life in Sweden to your life, 
specifically looking at education. 
Decide which way of life is most 

beneficial. Fully explain and justify in 
your answer. 

Year 5 Terms 5 & 6 What is happening to the coasts of the UK? 

Links to prior learning Year 1 term 3 
Year 5 term 1 

Vocab erosion          arches                stacks               caves               coasts              tourism              counties 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To know what a coast 
is 

What is the difference between the 
seaside and the coast? 

 To describe physical features. 
  

 

 Can they explain what a coast is? 

Greater depth activity 
Based on what you know, how would 
you explain what a coast and what a 



seaside is? Thinking about the 
similarities and differences between 

the two. 

To use maps 
To use directional 

language 

Where are the coasts in the UK? 
 

Which direction in the UK are they in? 
 

 To locate UK coastal towns and 
their counties on a map.  

 To use 8 points of the compass 
to describe the locations of 
coastal towns  

 

Greater depth activity 
Choose 5 coastal towns to label on 

your map. Then choose one and 
explain why that town has settled and 

developed there. What attracted 
people? What physical geography 
influenced the population growth? 

To collect and 
evaluate data 

What is the weather like at coasts? It 
is the same across the UK, Europe, the 

World? 

 To collect data about coastal 
towns across the world; to 
analyse and represent data.  

 To use sources of evidence to 
research. 

 

Greater depth activity 
Create a line graph showing 5 

countries average rainfall. Explain why 
some countries have more rain than 

others.  

To understand how 
coasts change 

Do all coasts look the same?  To use sources of evidence to 
research. 

 Can they explain the effects of 
erosion on coasts? 

 Can they explain how coastal 
features are formed e.g. arch, stack, 
stump? 

 

Greater depth activity 
Explain the effects of erosion on 

coasts. What impacts does it have on 
the physical and human geography of 

the area? 



To recognise the 
impact of coasts on 

tourism 

Why do people visit the coast so 
much? 

  Can they explain human geography 
on coasts and the impact it has e.g. 
tourism. Greater depth activity 

Organise your ideas into positives and 
negatives to show the impact tourism 

has on a coastal town.  

Year 6 Term 1 Does deforestation have an effect on our society? 

Link to prior learning Year 1 term 2 
Year 2 term 3 
Year 4 term 1 

Vocab Rainforest            canopy                 Amazon               cacao                deforestation         understorey           equator 
epiphytes                 endangered 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To understand where 
the tropics are on a 
map and locate the 
major rainforests. 

 
 

To gather information 
about a location in the 

world 

How can we use longitude and 
latitude to identify where rainforests 

are in the world? 
Where in the world are rainforests? 
What is the time in those countries 

currently? 

 To locate the tropics and the 
equator on a map 

 To use longitude and latitude  

 To locate South American 
countries on a map using an 
atlas. 

 To calculate time differences  

 Can they describe the physical 
features of a South American 
country e.g. rainforests  

 To locate rainforests on a map 

 To identify the South American 
countries the Amazon 
rainforest is in 

 To calculate the time 
differences 

 Can they give the longitude and 
latitude for the tropics and the 
equator? 

 Can they name countries in South 
America? 

 Can they describe a rainforest 
including the different layers? What are the rainforests like? 



 To collect information about a 
place and report back. 

 To use resources e.g. maps, 
aerial photos, books, and 
internet to describe what a 
locality is like. 

Can they locate South America on a 
map? 

To explain why the 
rainforests are 

important to the 
world 

To compare life in 
another country with 

our own 

Why do we need to protect the 
rainforests? What do they provide to 

the world? 
Who benefits from the rainforests? 

(2 lessons) 

  

 To ask geographical questions 
about a country.  

 To compare and contrast the 
human features of a locality.  

 To compare life in another 
country with our own.  
 
 

 Can they explain what the 
rainforests offer us e.g. medicines, 
chocolate, oxygen 

 Can they understand the important 
of the natural resources of the 
rainforest? 

 Can they explain what life is like in a 
South American country? 

 Can they explain the time 
differences between South America 
and UK? 

What is it like to live in South 
America? 

 

To answer the 
questions: 

Who is the rainforest 
for? 

To understand where 
the tropics are on a 
map and locate the 
major rainforests. 

 
 
 

Who is the rainforest for?  To think geographically 

 To uses sources of evidence 

 To ask geographical questions 
about a location 

 To locate the tropics and the 
equator on a map 

 To use longitude and latitude  

 To locate South American 
countries on a map using an 
atlas. 

 To calculate time differences  

 Can they present an answer to the 
questions: who is the rainforest for? 

 Can they give the longitude and 
latitude for the tropics and the 
equator? 

 Can they name countries in South 
America? 

How can we use longitude and 
latitude to identify where rainforests 

are in the world? 
Where in the world are rainforests? 
What is the time in those countries 

currently? 



 Can they describe the physical 
features of a South American 
country e.g. rainforests  

 To locate rainforests on a map 

 To identify the South American 
countries the Amazon 
rainforest is in 

 To calculate the time 
differences 

  

To gather information 
about a location in the 

world 
To explain why the 

rainforests are 
important to the 

world 

What are the rainforests like?  To collect information about a 
place and report back. 

 To use resources e.g. maps, 
aerial photos, books, and 
internet to describe what a 
locality is like. 
Can they locate South America 
on a map? 
 

 Can they describe a rainforest 
including the different layers? 

 Can they explain what the 
rainforests offer us e.g. medicines, 
chocolate, oxygen 

 Can they understand the important 
of the natural resources of the 
rainforest? 

Why do we need to protect the 
rainforests? What do they provide to 

the world? 
Who benefits from the rainforests? 

(2 lessons) 

To compare life in 
another country with 

our own 
To answer the 

questions: 
Who is the rainforest 

for? 

What is it like to live in South 
America? 

 

 To ask geographical questions 
about a country.  

 To compare and contrast the 
human features of a locality.  

 To compare life in another 
country with our own.  
 

 To think geographically 

 To uses sources of evidence 
To ask geographical questions about a 
location 

 Can they explain what life is like in a 
South American country? 

 Can they explain the time 
differences between South America 
and UK? 

 Can they present an answer to the 
questions: who is the rainforest for? 

Who is the rainforest for? 



 How has Swanscombe evolved over time? 

Links to prior learning Year 1 term 1 
Year 5 term 3 

Vocab population       community                    OS maps                    fieldwork                 commercial                leisure        industry 
 

Learning objectives Context Skills Knowledge 

To describe a local 
area 

What geographical information can 
you provide about Swanscombe? 

 use the 8 points of a compass,  

 identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 

 Can they identify human features of 
Swanscombe and explain their 
benefits to the community? 

Greater depth activity 
Identify the position of the equator, 
northern hemisphere and southern 

hemisphere. Why are they significant 
to the physical geography of our area 
and what impact do they have on our 

climate? 

To carry out fieldwork What investigations could you carry 
out about Swanscombe? 

 To choose something to 
measure 

 To carry out fieldwork 

 To make conclusions 

 Can they present findings about the 
human features of a local area? 

Greater depth activity 
Create a pie chart to represent the 

data you collected and explain what 
you have found.  

To use grid 
referencing 

What can we tell about Swanscombe 
by looking at a map? 

 To use OS maps to answer 
questions.  

 To use 4 digit grid references. 

 Can they explain what symbols 
mean on an ordnance survey map? 

Greater depth activity 
What is the value of an OS map and 
how do they differ from other maps 

available.  



To compare localities What is Swanscombe like compared 
with other localities? 

 To compare and contrast 
human features. 

 

 Can they compare Swanscombe 
with other localities? 

 Can they explain what symbols 
mean on an ordnance survey map? 

Greater depth activity 
 

To identify changes in 
land use 

How has Swanscombe changed and 
why does it continue to change? 

 To use data to make 
conclusions 

 To describe changes in land 
use of a locality 

 Can they describe how Swanscombe 
has changed over time? 

 Can they discuss the impact a 
growing population is having on the 
human features of the local area? 

Greater depth activity 
How could you collaborate with the 

companies building housing in 
Swanscombe to ensure they 

understood how Swanscombe has 
evolved over time and how it is 

changing presently.  
 


