
EYFS
EARLY YEARS 
FOUNDATION 

STAGE

Parent’s Information 2021



WELCOME TO THE CRAYLANDS SCHOOL
Key People

Mr K. Hiscock 

Headteacher
Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(DSL)



Key People

Mrs K. Cox 

Assistant Headteacher

Pupil Parent Support Team Lead 

DSL

Mrs Y. Stone

Assistant Headteacher

SENCO 

DSL



EYFS TEAM

Mrs C. Gubby

EYFS Lead Teacher          

Mrs D. Healey 

Class Teacher

Mrs R. Nash 

Class Teacher

Mrs S. Cadden  

Teaching Assistant

Miss H. Bean

Teaching Assistant



PUPIL & PARENT SUPPORT TEAM

Mrs K. Cox

DSL

Mrs Y. Stone

DSL

Mrs L. Drake

DSL

Mrs L. Farrell

DSL

As a team, we are here to help you and your child to get the very 
best from school by providing support, advice and information. We 

can help you with any worries you may have in relation to your 
child’s education, behaviour, attendance or emotional well-being and 

provide support on how best to deal with it. 



WHAT IS THE EARLY YEARS 
FOUNDATION STAGE?

THE EYFS CURRICULUM IS ORGANISED INTO 7 

AREAS OF LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT.

Children from birth to five years of age are in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

This is recognised as a separate stage of learning, 
laying the foundations for when children begin 
more formal education. 

There is an emphasis on learning through active 
play, with children encouraged to build on their 
individual needs and interests.



THE 7 AREAS OF LEARNING & 
DEVELOPMENT

PRIME AREAS

• PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

• PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

• COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

SPECIFIC AREAS

• LITERACY

• MATHEMATICS

• UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

• EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN



Prime Area
P.S.E.D
Personal, Social & Emotional Development

The children will be learning to:

• Develop self confidence and self awareness.
• Become independent. 
• Play co-operatively and take turns.
• Manage own feelings and behaviour.



Prime Area
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT   

The children will be learning to:

• Move with confidence and co-ordination.

• Handle equipment and tools effectively. 

• Manage their personal needs successfully.



Prime Area
COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

The children will be learning to:

• Talk confidently and clearly.

• Express themselves effectively.

• Listen attentively in a range of situations.

• Ask and answer questions



Specific Area
LITERACY

The children will be learning to:

• Hear and say initial sounds and link them to the 
alphabet.

• Use their phonic knowledge to write simple 
words.

• Read words and sentences.

• Write own name, write labels.

• Write simple sentences
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-1-

understanding-read-write-inc-
phonics/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-1-understanding-read-write-inc-phonics/
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-1-understanding-read-write-inc-phonics/




READING

Your child will be bringing home a range of reading materials 
including library books, story/picture books, information 
books that we would like you to share with them. This is a 
fundamental stage in your child’s reading development.

‘Pre-reading skills are the skills children need in order to help them 

to become a reader. Many of these skills are learnt naturally, during 
the course of a normal childhood, at home and in the 

nursery/preschool environment. By talking and reading with your child, 
you will be doing a great deal to help these essential skills to 

develop.’

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/pre-reading_skills.html

oxford owl for home: help your child learn at home | oxford owl

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/pre-reading_skills.html
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Specific Area

Mathematics

The children will be learning to:

• Develop an understanding of number through 
stories, songs, games and imaginative play.

• Become comfortable with numbers and with 
ideas such as ‘heavier than’ and ‘bigger than’.

• Be aware of shape and space.

• https://whiterosemaths.com/

https://whiterosemaths.com/


Understanding the World 
The children will be learning about .......

• Different cultures and beliefs.
• Past and present events in their own lives and in 

the lives of family members.
• The world around them.
• Everyday technology.

Specific Area



Expressive Arts & Design

The children will be ………

• Exploring colour and colour changes.

• Exploring shape and texture using all of their 
senses.

• Developing an interest in music, singing and 
music-making.

• Developing confidence and imagination.

Specific Area



WHAT LEARNING THROUGH PLAY LOOKS LIKE



A TYPICAL MORNING IN RECEPTION CLASS
• 8.30-8.40    EYFS arrival time at gates.
Walk down to class – put bottle away, coats and bags on pegs; 
wash hands and self-register

• 8.30-8.50   Early Work ( table top activities ) 
• 8.50           Carpet time – dinner register and sharing

• 9.00            PHONICS
SNACK STATION – open all morning 

• 9.20           CHILD INTIATED ACTIVITIES ( CIA)
• 10.30 Story time 
• 10.45      Teacher Directed Activities
• 11.25           Tidy Up
• 11.30           Number activities
• 11.40           Get ready for lunch
• 12.00           Lunch



EXPECTATIONS

Good behaviour makes effective teaching possible. Every child has 
the right to learn but no child has the right to disrupt the learning 

of others.

The Craylands operates a Good to be Green behaviour system which 
celebrates and encourages polite and respectful attitudes at all 

times. 
Children are praised for good work, good manners, kindness and all 

positive behaviours.
In EYFS we mirror the whole school policy but we have made it age 

appropriate and user friendly for our Early Years children.
At The Craylands we have high expectations of the children’s 

attitudes and behaviour towards learning and of each other, as well 
as of their academic progress. 



If you are not following the school 

rules – you will be spoken to and 

asked to improve your behaviour.

If you continue to break the 

school rules – you will go on 

the thinking spot

If you are following the school rules –

everyone is happy and you stay on 

the green spot

If the poor behaviour continues 

– you will go on the red spot



PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL

Practical things you can support your child with over the summer.

Health and Self-Care

• Demonstrate how to wash hands and ensure they understand the importance of 
washing their hands with soap and water and drying afterwards.

• Encourage and try to ensure that they can attend to their own toileting needs 
independently.

• Encourage your child to dress/undress independently including putting on coats and 
shoes and taking them off.

• Teach them how to blow their noses and keep them clean.

• Practice opening and closing their book bags and zips on coats.  

• Practice peeling/eating fruit/drinking independently.

• Practice putting toys/games away after use – tidy up time!

Communication and Language

• Talk with your child – encourage good eye contact and good listening.

• Share stories daily.



OTHER MATTERS

• Name everything. 

• Water bottle in school every day – sports top please not chilly 

bottles and not squash.

• Coat every day.

• A spare set of uniform in the event of toilet accidents or 

over enthusiastic water/sensory play.

• Welly boots – your child will need their own wellies in school 

from September

• No P.E kit needed yet.



ADDITIONAL NEEDS
• To ensure a smooth transition from nursery to mainstream school, it is 

essential that we are informed of any Additional Educational Needs that 
your child may have.

• If you have not done so already, please let us know if your child has 
additional needs that mean any of the following agencies are involved

• Speech and Language Therapist

• Specialist Teaching Services

• Paediatrician

• Educational Psychologist

• Other

• Please email our school SENCO  Mrs Stone

• ystone@craylands.kent.sch.uk 



DIARY DATES
School Tours Tuesday 15th June

Wednesday 16th June 

4.15pm

Taster sessions 

Attend one session – 1 child 

1 parent

Wed. 30th June

Wed. 7th July

Wed. 14th July

Session A   9.15-10.00  Session B  10.15-11.00

September 2021 start dates

Thursday 2nd September Group 1 - 20 youngest children start. 9.30-11.30

Fri.

Monday 6th Sep. Group 2 – next 20 youngest start, joining group 1. 9.30-11.30

Tues.

Wednesday 8th Sep. Group 3 – final 20 children join. 9.30-11.30

Thur.

Fri.

Monday 12th Sep. FULL TIME 8.30-2.40



Useful websites:
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-
1-understanding-read-write-inc-
phonics/

https://whiterosemaths.com/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_Parents...

We look forward to working together with 
you and your children.

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-1-understanding-read-write-inc-phonics/
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-1-understanding-read-write-inc-phonics/
https://whiterosemaths.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

