
 

Reminders! 

- Please name EVERY-
THING including     
water bottles. Despite 
the lost property box 
being cleared it is now 
already half full with 
un-named items.     

- Don’t forget the 
deadline for Y6 IOW 
payments is 26th 
April.  

The Craylands School 

Newsletter 

Upcoming Events 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 Another busy week at Craylands has flown by! 
This week has seen a number of parental engagement events at 
school. On Monday and Tuesday, some parents/carers of       
Walliams, Horowitz and Morpurgo classes joined us for the final 
times tables rockstars workshops. Already, we have seen a    
growing number of children using this as part of their home 
learning. Remember, in order for your child to gain a baseline 
speed, they have to complete the studio section at least 10 
times. This automatically makes them a rockstar...we have 21 so 
far including myself and Mrs Bishop.  
 Also, as part of times tables rockstars, I encourage the 
children to challenge and complete against me in the multiplayer 
rockslam game. I have been challenged by many children over the 
past week but only two have beaten me. A huge well done to     
Sienna (Morpurgo class) and Isabel (Walliams class). Also, a big 
well done to Chloe (Morpurgo class) who still has the top speed in 
the school, followed closely by myself….I’m chasing after the top 
spot Chloe! On Tuesday, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Bishop and Mrs Cox 
led phonics workshops for Y1 parents/carers. Understanding how 
we teach young children can be complex so please do not worry if 
you found any of it confusing—we are trained as a staff on how 
to use Read Write Inc as a programme. If you have any worries, 
concerns or want to ask any further questions, please do not  
hesitate to contact us. You can watch the following clip on 
Youtube which will guide you on how to pronounce the different 
sounds: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8 
 It was great to see so many of you at the parents/carers 
consultation evening on Wednesday this week. I hope that you 
found it a valuable opportunity to discuss how your child is                     
progressing in all aspects of their school life. A big thank you to 
those of you who completed a comments form. There were many 
positive comments provided and quite rightly as a parent wrote, 
‘there is always room for improvement’. I completely agree, as 
that is what someone with a growth mindset—a Craylearner—
would     believe. I have begun to look at the suggested areas for                           
development and will provide a response to them soon. If for any 
reason you couldn’t make the evening, please do make an appoint-
ment through the school office to meet your child’s teacher if 
you wish.  
 Congratulations to Luca (Dahl) and Alfie (Morpurgo) for 
their winning entries in the ’Show Racism the Red Card’               
competition.  You can see other entries in the main entrance and 
the only written entry is attached to this newsletter.  
 On Wednesday, Mrs Wilkinson and I, along with Daisy, 
Akshara and Jacob, from Horowitz class, attended a Boccia             
tournament as part of the School Games. The game of Boccia is 
similar to bowls,  played primarily by Paralympians. The three    
children made some excellent bowls and ended in 2nd place out of 
8 schools. I am very proud of them—they played fantastically 
well and were exemplary representatives for the school. 
 Next week, parents and carers are invited in for reading 
mornings—see the diary dates on the side for this.  
    We look forward to seeing many of you then. 
  Mr Hiscock (Headteacher) 
 
  

Craylands Lane Swanscombe, Kent DA10 0LP   
Telephone: 01322 388230 
Email: admin@ craylands.kent.sch.uk 

25/3/19 Years 5&6 reading 
morning 

26/3/19 Year 2 reading 
morning 

27/3/19 Years 3 & 4 reading 
morning 

28/3/19 Year 1 reading   
morning 

1/4/19 Yr 1 ROAR           
assembly—invites 
only 

2/4/19 Yr 2 ROAR           
assembly—invites 
only 

3/4/19 Yrs 3&4 ROAR      
assembly—invites 
only 

5/4/19 Yrs 5&6 ROAR     
assembly—invites 
only 

5/4/19 End of term 4 

23/4/19 Start of term 5 

23/5/19 End of term 5 

24/5/19 INSET day 

3/6/19 INSET day 

4/6/19 Start of term 6 

23/7/19 Last day of school 
year 



Each week, this newsletter will celebrate all those at The Craylands School who received a Craylearner 
certificate, R.O.A.R. certificate, those chosen to be a WOW writer, SUM DOG results as well as announc-

ing the weekly team winners.  

Our pupils really are champions at Craylands! 

 

 

 

This week’s winning 
team is… 

      Hever 

 

   

The R.O.A.R. certificates were issued to……… 

            

 

This week’s  HERO (Here Every day Ready On 
time) Attendance Bear is awarded to ...    

          Stickman Class 

Achievements outside of school… 

 

Hungry C Zofia H Stickman Isabella G 

Rainbow F Alexander Z Dahl Luca P 

Elmer Grishiga T Walliams Ben S 

Funnybones Charlie Y Horowitz Ella Ke 

Gruffalo Abigaile G Morpurgo Max H 

Hungry C Lucia M Stickman Jade S 

Rainbow F Aria B Dahl Daniel O 

Elmer Macen P Walliams Isabel M 

Funnybones Marley R Horowitz Elena R 

Gruffalo Whole class! Morpurgo Alfie M 

   Midday Supervisors Award:  Kazia A-A 



 

To be a Craylearner, you need to be in 
school every day! 

100% is what I really want to see! 

Less than 96% means you will struggle to 
be a Craylearner! 

 

Class Attendance this week Attendance over the year 

Hungry Caterpillar 87.0% 94.5% 

Rainbow Fish 95.0% 95.7% 

Elmer 92.3% 95.6% 

Funnybones 98.0% 95.0% 

Gruffalo 94.0% 94.9% 

Stickman 98.6% 96.7% 

Dahl 92.9& 97.3% 

Walliams 94.3% 95.5% 

Horowitz 90.3% 96.8% 

Morpurgo 94.6% 94.7% 

WELL DONE TO…….. Stickman Class, followed closely by Funnybones for your                           
good attendance this week! 



 

What have the Craylearners been      
learning about this week? 

Ask your child to show you their 
learning from this week at home. 

Useful websites: 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ 

Year group Maths Spag 

Rainbow 
Fish/Hungry  

Caterpillar  

Looking at, naming and  

describing 3d shapes.  

Reading the Enormous Turnip story 
and writing lists and sentences.  

Elmer / 
 Funnybones 

Place value of number up to 50. 
Looking carefully at tens and 
ones.  

Adding ‘ing’ suffix to the end of 
words. 

Gruffalo/ 
Stickman 

Fractions of a shape and  

quantity including half, a  

quarter, three quarters and a 
third.  

Writing instructions to make jelly 
including using bossy verbs, time  

connectives and adverbs.  

Dahl Looking at statistics and tables. 
Starting measurement of 
lengths.  

Using inverted commas to indicate 
direct speech. 

Walliams Decimals and revision of  

column method. 

Using apostrophes and spelling 
words with ‘sion’.  

Horowitz Decimals up to 3 decimal 
places and rounding decimals.  

Creating tension using powerful 
verbs and adverbs. 

Morpurgo Ratio and proportion. How commas can change a sen-
tence.  



Are we all different? 
 Sophia in Dahl class 

 

We are all different 
My friends and I 
Taller, short 
Confident or shy. 
 
Some us wear glasses 
Some find it harder to spell 
Some regularly go to hospital 
Because they are unwell. 
 
We are all different 
My friends and I 
Bonjour! Guten Tag! 
Namesday! Hi! 
 
Some of us can’t hear 
Some of us can’t swim 
Some of us can’t ski 
Some of us need walking aids 
Because we cannot see 
 
But we are not so different  
My friends and I 
We all have different looks and needs 
But we all laugh and cry. 
 
We all love to play together 
And share our favourite books 
We are not ashamed of our abilities 
Or differences in our looks 
 
So don’t poke fun at our differences 
Our skills and different skins 
For we are the same, you and I 
We share the same emotions deep within.  



  

Single Player  
 
Garage - the questions will only come from the times tables the teacher has set for 
the week. It will include multiplication and division questions. 
As pupils start to answer questions, TT Rock Stars works out which facts they take 
longer on and will give them more of these questions to answer. The Garage is best 
for getting quicker at a few facts. Players get 10 coins per question. 
 
Studio - the questions in the Studio can be anything from 1×1 up to 12×12.  
TT Rock Stars calculates the mean response time from their last 10 games in the 
Studio and translates that time into a Rock Status. 
 

 

If you don’t play in the Studio you don’t get a Rock Status. 
Players earn 1 coin per question and the Studio is the place for them to set their 
best time across all the tables.  
 
Soundcheck – When you play Soundcheck, you get 20 questions each with a 5-second 
time limit. The questions are multiplication only and evenly weighted in terms of dif-
ficulty each time you play. Players earn 5 coins per correct answer. 

Multiplayer  
 
Rock Arena - The Arena allows players to compete against all other members of 
their Band (their Bandmates would need to join the same game in order to compete 
together).  
A new Arena game starts every 15 seconds and once the clock starts they race to 
answer more questions than the others. In the Arena, questions will only come from 
the times tables the teacher has set for the week, similar to the Garage.  They earn 
1 coin per correct answer. 
 
Rock Festival - The Rock Festival games are open to players from around the world. 
Like the Arena, there is no limit to the number of players who can join a game; how-
ever, unlike the Arena, questions are selected at random from 1×1 to 12×12.  
Pupils might choose the Rock Festival if they were playing at home (and therefore 
couldn't easily synchronise playing against a classmate) or wanted to compete 

≤ 1 sec/qu = Rock Hero 

≤ 2 secs/qu = Rock Legend 

≤ 3 secs/qu = Rock Star 

≤ 4 secs = Headliner 

≤ 5 secs/qu = Support Act 

≤ 6 secs/qu = Breakthrough Artist 
  

≤ 7 secs/qu = Unsigned Act 

≤ 8 secs/qu = Gigger 

≤ 9 secs/qu = Busker 

≤ 10 secs/qu = Garage Rocker 

> 10 secs/qu = Wannabe 
  

Who dares to challenge Mr Hiscock in the Rockslam? 
Can anyone knock him off 2nd fastest in the school? 

Will he ever make it to 1st? 

 



Top 3 fastest in the school 
 

Chloe (Morpurgo) 1.49 secs 
 

Mr Hiscock 1.51 secs 
 

Eashaan (Horowitz) 1.52 secs 

Top 3 Lifetime earners in the 
school 

 
Frank (Dahl) 42,778 coins 

 
Saphyra (Stickman)  35,938 coins 

 
Jadeena (Morpurgo) 35, 394 coins 

Has anyone beaten Mr Hiscock this week in a 
Rockslam? 

 
Sienna (Morpurgo) 
Izzie (Walliams) 

Eashaan (Horowitz) 



KS1 recommendation 

In this ingenious and imaginative - nearly wordless - 
picture book, frogs in a pond lift off on their lily pads 
and fly to a nearby town where they zoom through a 
woman's living room, encounter a dog playing in his 
yard, and distract a bathrobe-clad citizen from his 
midnight snack. Who knows what will happen next 
Tuesday? 

EYFS recommendation 

This book is a rumbustious, rollicking and above all noisy 
collection of seven exuberant poems, perfect for chant-
ing aloud, that are brilliantly illustrated by the incompa-
rable Quentin Blake. The collection includes 'All Join 
In', 'The Hooter Song', 'Nice Weather for Ducks' and 
'Sorting Out the Kitchen Pans'. Who could possibly re-
sist? 

KS2 recommendation 

The new children’s book from No. 1 bestselling author Da-
vid Walliams – a deliciously daft Tall Story of a child who 
had everything, but still wanted more. Illustrated by ar-
tistic genius, Tony Ross. 


